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The Challenge: 
TIME-QUALITY-

COST

• How to include eBook 
records in our Sierra 
catalog efficiently and 
inexpensively without 
compromising quality 
(too much)
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The Tools: 
• Using OCLC Connexion and 
Sierra Functions like Global 
Update (or MarcEdit), we 
combine MarcExpress records 
from OverDrive with batch-
searched records from OCLC and 
send them to Backstage Library 
Works to do their magic.
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Old Process:  The PROMISE 

• $1.50 per record from OCLC
• Full-Level Cataloging
• No Duplicates
• Controlled Authorities
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Old Process:  The REALITY 

• $1.50 per record
• Level M, K or 3 Cataloging
• Lots of Overlays
• Often, machine cataloged records with 

no authority control, no RDA nor 
AACR2 guidelines followed
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Numbers, Cost, Quality of eBook MARC records 2007-2018
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In 2017, we 
started 
Playing with 
Batches
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• Step 1: Load Marc Express records from OverDrive into Sierra
• Step 2: Export ISBNs from those records (99%will have them) to a text file
• Step 3: Batch Search ISBNs in OCLC Connexion and limit to OverDrive as 

the accession mode (am: overdrive) to a 1:1 match only
• Step 4: Scan the titles for title errors and fix those individually
• Step 5: Export those to BSLW Job as your OCLC records. Also export 

MarcExpress from Sierra as your MasterMarc file.

Step 1 Load Marc 
Express Records from 
OverDrive into Sierra

Step 2 Export the ISBNs from 
the MARC Express records 
into a .txt file (no headers)

Step 3 Batch Search in 
OCLC Connexion

limiting to a 1:1 match 
on ISBN and am: 

Overdrive

Step 4 Scan the titles for 
blatant title errors and fix. 
When complete, Check for 

errors, Update holdings and 
export the batch.

Step 5 Load the 
Master file of Sierra 

Marc Express records 
to BSLW and also load 
the exported records 
from OCLC to BSLW.

The Process: Round 1
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• Step 3 is the changed step that will now allow you to retrieve 
records that matched up to 3 times on your OCLC search 
criteria

• Step 4: Definitely requires more work than in Round 1. 
• Best to batch from Connexion in quantities of 250-500 records 

at a time.

The Process: Round 2

Step 1 Remove the 
matched/overlaid 

records from the initial 
MarcExpress batch in 

Sierra

Step 2 Export 
the ISBNs from 

the reduced 
MARC Express 
records into a 

.txt file (no 
headers)

Step 3 Batch 
Search in OCLC 

Connexion
limiting to a 3:1 
match on ISBN 

and am: 
Overdrive

Step 4 Most titles will have two or 
three entries for each ISBN. It’s 

possible there will be a few with 
only 1 depending on how long it 
has been since the 1:1 search in 

Round 1

Step 5 Load the Master 
file of reduced Sierra 

Marc Express records to 
BSLW and load the 

exported records from 
OCLC to BSLW.
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Exporting ISBNs to 
Text and cleaning 
up using Text-to-

Columns and 
stripping after the 

14 digits



#IUG2019

Rounds 1 or 2 : 
Step 2: 

Exporting ISBNs 
to Text and 
cleaning up 

using Text-to-
Columns and 

stripping after 
the 14 digits
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Round 1: 
Retrieving 

when 
exactly 1 

record is a 
match
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Batch searching 
ISBNs with 

access method 
being OverDrive 
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Batch searching ISBNs with access method being OverDrive 
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3:1 Process 
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Starting Examples of MarcExpress
Record, OCLC Record and Final 
Result
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Using Global Update for quick review by Title, Note, Series, Subject
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Follow-up Issues

• Some records with no subjects (~35/1500)
• Occasionally miss the inappropriate 

capitalization or non-capitalization of a word
• Sometimes a ‘series’ sneaks into and 

remains in a title entry
• Sometimes two slight variations on 264 field 

create two fields that are almost but not 
quite identical. Hard to dedupe these
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Follow-up Ideas

• We could add more custom requests with 
Backstage. One idea is to remove the 
edition statement as these refer to a 
physical format about 90+% of the time

• We could probably eliminate 505 fields 
since those are usually vendor-loaded 
chapter headings that are fill more space 
than any use they may have.

• It is still a work in progress
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Next up: Casey Cheney from 
Backstage Library Works
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