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How Our Village 
Raised its 

Genre/Form ndex



It takes a village to raise … anything!



The Problem
Village Historian Gets the Facts









Autographs (Provenance)



Wood engravings (prints)



Lithographs
Hand coloring 



Chained bindings (Binding)



Pictorial cloth bindings (Binding)



Dime novels



Broadsides



Noir fiction



Historical fiction





LCSH form subdivisions get their own 
subfield

Conrad, Joseph, 1827-1954—Bibliography

Manuscripts, Medieval—England—Catalogs

English language—Slang—Dictionaries

Levy, D. A. —Archives

Bordon, Lizzie, 1860-1927—Comic books, strips, etc.



Genre/Form

Administrative records
Announcements
Architectural drawings (visual works)
Audiovisual materials
Brochures
Budgets
Clippings (Books, newspapers, etc.)
Contracts
Correspondence
Fliers (printed matter)
Grant proposals
Proposals
Questionnaires



ABOUT IS



“ABOUT”

• Subject heading:

Graphic novels

650 _0  Graphic novels



“IS”

• Genre/form heading:

Graphic novels

655 _7  Graphic novels. |2 lcgft















Steps to Implementing Genre/Form 
at Kent State

1. Get buy-in from public services
2. Determine what we want to do (includes look at other libraries’ 

OPACs)
3. Explain the plan to public services and administrators
4. Revise indexing tables
5. Re-index the database
6. Load the authority records
7. Implement the display decisions
8. Begin retrospective conversion projects





Detective Work
What were other OhioLINK Members doing?



Three Things We Looked For
1. Whether there is an OPAC search option for genre/form

headings

2.How are genre/form terms indexed in the catalog

3.Does the bib display have a line for genre/form and if so, 
whether or not the term was clickable



Searchable Display for Patrons



Tabs



Drop Down Menu



How Genre/Form Terms Were Indexed



Genre/Form Terms In Subject Index



Genre/Form Terms in Genre/Form Index



Difficulties: Genre/Form Terms 
in MARC Subject Fields

Bib Display                  MARC Display



Public Display Has Line for Genre/Form



Are Genre Lines Clickable?



Genre/Form Line in Public Display 
Example

vs.



Chief Inspector
Compiling the Genre/Form 

Dossier and Rap Sheet



Determine what we want to do
1. What is the current state of genre/form at LC?  
2. What are OhioLINK’s plans?
3. What are III’s capabilities and limitations; what are our options for indexing and 

display?
4. Where is the data stored in our database?  How is it indexed and displayed?
5. Survey other libraries for their practices 

a. How do they index?  
b. How do they present the option of searching this way?  
c. What information is on their help screens?

6. How do we want to index genre/form?
7. How should the display look?



Some Genre/Form and 
Subject Heading Thesauri

AAT – Art and Architecture Thesaurus

FAST – Faceted Application of Subject Terminology

gsafd – Guidelines on Subject Access to Individual Words of Fiction, Drama, Etc.

lcgft – Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials

LCSH – Library of Congress Subject Headings

MeSH – Medical Subject Headings

RBMSCV – Rare Book and Manuscript Section Controlled Vocabularies

TGM – Thesaurus for Graphic Materials



Genre/Form Bib Record Coding
• 650 = About   (Topical subject)

0   LCSH   (LC subject headings)
2   MeSH (Medical subject headings)
7    Source specified in subfield #2  (subject heading  

and term source codes)
• 655 = Is   (Genre/Form)

0   LCSH   (LC subject headings)
2   MeSH (Medical subject headings)     
7    Source specified in subfield #2  (genre/form code 

and term source codes)



Bibliographic Record Appearance

655 _7 #a Documentary films. #2 lcgft



Coding for Genre/Form Authority Records

Bib Record Tag Source of Heading Authority Record 
Tag

Source of Heading

650 0 LCSH 150 0 LCSH 

655 0 LCSH term used as a 
genre/form heading

150  0 LCSH

655 7 Genre/form thesaurus
coded in #2

155  Genre/Form 
thesaurus term



Markers for Genre/Form Authority Records

• 008 /11    z  (Other)

• 040 #f   lcgft or gsafd or  maybe something else

• 155 <heading>



Authority Record Example (lcgft)
008  110505|| anznnbabn |a ana

010 gf2011026225
040 DLC ǂb eng ǂc DLC ǂf lcgft ǂd WaU
155 Epic films
455 Costume spectacles
455 Epics, Film
455 Film epics
455 Heroic films
455 Monumental films
455 Monumentalist films
455 Spectacles (Motion pictures)
455 Spectaculars (Motion pictures)
555 Fiction films ǂw g
670 Yee, M.M. Moving image materials, 1988 ǂb (Epics; use for fictional works which employ "a cast of 
thousands" to depict action on a cosmic scale. UF: Costume spectacles, Sandal and spear epics, Spectaculars, 
Sword and sandal epics)
680 ǂi This heading is used as a genre/form heading for films that employ large casts and lavish sets to depict 
action on a grand scale.

008  110505|| anznnbabn |a ana

010 gf2011026225
040 DLC ǂb eng ǂc DLC ǂf lcgft ǂd WaU
155 Epic films
455 Costume spectacles



Authority Record Example (gsafd)

001 GSAFD000032
003 IlChALCS
005 20000724103824.0
008 000720 n anznnbabn a ana d
040 IlChALCS #b eng #c IEN #f gsafd
155 Epic films
455 Film epics



Potential Sources of Genre/Form Headings
Found in KentLINK

• 650 0
– Subject headings + some genre/form headings from the past before 

genre/form was treated separately.
• 650  7  -- 43,021 instances
• 655  0 -- 41,571 instances

– Topical LCSH headings used as genre/form fields when there is no 
genre/form heading available.

• 655 7  #2  -- 162,495 instances
– These make up the bulk of Kent’s genre/form index.
– III doesn’t use #2 to separate thesauri.



Recommendations for Genre/Form 
at Kent State

1. Genre/Form should have its own index.

2. 6xx #v should be included in the genre/form index  (RDA 
enrichment flipped ca. 510K #x subfields to #v).

3. Genre/Form headings should not be in the subject index.

4. Keyword index should include genre/form words.



Genre/Form Detailed Indexing

• Genre/Form index
– Load all fields and subfields.
– Include all first and second indicators.
– Index 655 subfields a, b, v, x, y, z
– Don’t index 655 subfields c, 0, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8
– Include #v from all other 6xx fields.
– Load all genre/form authority records and allow cross 

references to conflict.



Genre/Form Conflicts between Thesauri
lcgft term 

(authority record)
gsafd term

(authority record)
rbgenr term

(authority record)
• Comics (Graphic works)
• 4xx Comic books, strips, 

etc.

• Comic books, strips, etc.

• Detective and mystery 
fiction

• 4xx  Detective fiction
• 4xx  Mystery fiction

• Mystery fiction
• 4xx Detective and mystery 

fiction
• 4xx  Mystery and detective 

stories

• Mystery and detective 
fiction

• 4xx  Detective fiction

• Paranormal fiction
• 4xx Occult fiction

• Occult fiction

• Romance fiction
• 4xx Love stories

• Love stories
• 4xx Romance fiction



Genre/Form Detailed Indexing  (cont.)

• Do not include 655 in subject index.

– The point of creating a genre/form index is to have a special index for them, 
which we would lose if they’re mixed in with subject headings.

– Subjects are subjects and genre/form headings are a different thing.

– Provides for cleaner data going forward.

– The keyword index already provides everything in one place.



Genre/Form Indexing Specifications

Tag Indicators Keep Subfields
Bibliographic 655 Include all a, b, v, x, y, z
Bibliographic 6xx Include all v
Authority 155 Include all a, v, x, y, z
Authority 455 Include all a, v, x, y, z
Authority 555 Include all a, v, x, y, z



Keyword Indexing Specifications for Genre/Form

Tag Indicators KEEP Subfields

655 Include all a, b, v, x, y, z

6xx Include all v



Village Council Enacts the Legislation
The Implementation



Genre/Form Search Box in KentLINK



Adv.	Keyword	Search/	Modify	Search	Screen



Genre/Form	Browse	Screen



Genre/Form	Browse	Screen

The	entries	beginning	with	“--”	are	the	$v	field	of	an	LC	Subject	Heading



Adv.	Keyword	Search	with	a	Genre/Form	Limiter

















Search	Term Pageviews
abstracts	of	music	literature 2
action	fantasy 2
adventure 2
adventure	films 1
adventure	films 1
african	american	fictions 1
albert	einstein 2
albums	d'e265chantillons.	 1
alexander	hamilton 1
all	the	presidents	men 2
alternate	histories 2
american	literature 5
appache indian 1
arquitectura	mexico 1
art 1
article 1
articles 1
atlas 1
audio	books 1
audio	visual 1
autism	anxiety 1

bibliography 1
biographies 1
biography 1
biography	cleopatra 1
biology	reference 1
bohemian	manifesto 1
boigraphy 1
books	on	ced 1
brass	sextet 1
broadside 1
broadsides 1
business	case 1
business	education 1
catalogues	rai 1
category	theory 2
cd 1
chamber 1
chamber	music 2

changes	in	the	global	value	of	ecosystem	
services 1
child	abuse	in	families 8
children 1
childrens 1
childrens	novel 1

city	of	kent map 1
claude monte 2
comedy 1
comic 1
complicity	in	the	holocasut 4
concordance 1
conference	proceedings	 1
conference	proceedsings 2
conformity	society 1
constipation 1
cosmic	terror 2
crime 1
crime	fiction	 1
cryptology 1
ctaalogues	rai 1
death	penalty	 18
denton	little's	deathdate 2
diaries 1
dictionary 2
dissertation 1
dissertations 1
documentary 1
documentary 1

A	sampling	of	the	461	searches	through	G/F	search	screen
1	Sept	2015	– 30	Sept	2016



Keyword	Search	Terms Limit G/F Pageviews
Searches	with	no	Keyword	terms

date comedy 1

date environmental 1

date mystery	fiction 1

language fiction 1

mattype rape	culture 1

mattype second	language	reader 1

mattype newspaper 1

cosumerism 1

audiobooks 1

curricula 1

curriculum 1

documentary	films 1

Sample of Adv. Keyword Searches 
using G/F as a limiter



Searches	with	Keyword	Search	Terms
Keyword	Search	Terms Limit G/F Pageviews
(art	history) thesis 1
(batman) comic	books 1
(batman) graphic	novels 1
(blevins) broadside	poems 1
(blevins) poems 1
(body	language) magazine 1
(breastfeeding	tips	) date book 1
(childhood	nutrition) hand	book 2
(cleveland) mystery 1
cohesion	and	disintegration	in	the	wehrmacht	in	
world	war	ii social	science 2
(comedy)	and	(plays) mattype play 1
(conwell) mattype biography 1
(country	music) art 1
(drug	use) documentary	television	programs 1
(drugs) psa 1
(drugs) public	service	announcements 1
(education) novel 1
(england) broadside		 1
(ethnomusicology) festschrift 1
(express	inc) fashion 1
(fdr)	and	(hoover)	and	(welfare) mattype primary 1



Author	Keyword	Searches

a:(coleman,	james) english 1

a:(coleman,	james) thesis 1

a:(ed	ames)	and	t:(who	will	answer) mattype,	audio music	cd 1

a:(langston	hughes) poetry 2

Subject	Keyword	Searches

d:(children's	bill	of	rights) date,	available	,mattype scholarly	articles 1

d:(children's	bill	of	rights) date,	available	,	mattype scholarly	articles 1

d:(children's	lunches) handbook 1

d:(children's	rights) date,	available	,mattype scholarly	articles 1

d:(edited) educational	films 4

d:(kent	state) mystery 4

d:(lincoln) biography 3

Keyword	Search	Terms Limit G/F Pageviews



Title	Keyword	Searches

t:(artwalk)	and	a:(kent	state	university) pamphlet 1

t:(artwork) pamphlet 1

t:(children's	rights) date,	available,	mattype scholarly	articles 2

t:(good) serial 2

t:(obsessive)	and	t:(compulsive)	and	t:(disorder) date,	available,	mattype medicine 1

t:(singers	musical	theatre	anthology) cd 2

Keyword	Search	Terms Limit G/F Pageviews



What’s Next? 
Retrospective Cleanup



Retrospective Cleanup Principles
• Before: 650 0 Abstracts #v Periodicals

After:      655 7 Abstracts. #2 lcgft
655 7 Periodicals. #2 lcgft

• Much of our database will have genre/form headings in subject 
fields.  We are cataloging for the future, from this point onward.

• We’ll try to fix legacy data as time permits.
• Focus on projects that will accomplish the most with the least 

amount of effort.
• If in doubt, don’t change the tag.



Retrospective Cleanup Ideas
• Send 655’s to authority control vendor; have them change gsafd

headings to lcgft.
• Flip existing headings with #2.

– 655 0 with #2 for genre/form codes -- flip tags to 655 7.
– 650 7 headings with #2 for genre/form codes -- flip to 655’s.

• Use bib 338 (carrier) fields to find genre/form terms.
• Use fixed fields to help find genre/form terms.

– LIT FORM for literature.
– MAT TYPE for audiovisual, combined with subject headings.

• Convert subject headings to lcgft terms.



Ongoing Cataloging in a Genre/Form World
• Copy Catalogers accept genre/form headings without examining 

them.

• Catalogers add genre/form headings to records if applicable.

• Authority Control vendor (Backstage) supplies genre/form authority 
records quarterly.

• Conflicts between thesauri headings are treated by III’s AACP as 
invalid headings.



Final Report to the Council
Summary

• Lots of planning to make sure we got the indexing right.

• Went smoother than anticipated.

• Is appreciated by our users and reference staff.

• Lots of cleanup remains; search results are only as good as the 
data coding and input.  



George Leggiero, Lead Applications Analyst
leggiero@kent.edu

With Thanks to:
Kate Medicus, Special Collections Cataloger

kmedicus@kent.edu

Amey Park, Database Maintenance Librarian
apark@kent.edu

Laurence Skirvin, Adjunct Technical Services Librarian
lskirvin@kent.edu

Questions?


