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What is Marmot? Why do we have Scheduler problems?

▪ Marmot is a consortium of over 30 libraries in Colorado

▪ We have public, academic and school libraries

▪ We have two Sierra servers, MLN1 and MLN2

▪ MLN1 makes particularly heavy use of Scheduler, 188 jobs a week

▪ We fill up Scheduler history in 3 and a half days on average
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Sierra Scheduler has many problems

History only keeps 100 events

History is difficult to navigate and use

It is very difficult to tell when different events will happen
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First work around – Google Sheets

• Difficult to 
read

• Impossible 
to search

• Badly 
formatted

• No way to 
sort or 
filter

• Useful 
information 
missing

• Easy to read

• Searchable

• Sortable

• Filterable

• Extra info

• Adjustable 
format
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Copy procedure 

Copy and paste manually

Do this every workday

• It’s okay if I miss a day.

• On our busy server a 3-day weekend it pushing it.

• I we go 4 days we will lose events

• Need a backup person for vacation or illness

I’m working on changing the schedule so there are fewer weekend 
events
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First day – Create your sheet

• 6 Columns
• Job
• Started
• Finished
• Status
• Day
• Duration

Formula for Day:
 =TEXT(B2,"dddd")

Formula for Duration:
 =SUM(C2-B2)
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Copy the first page of events
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Copy events page by page



 #IUG2025

Add formulas

Formula for Day
in column E

Formula for Duration
in column F
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Copy formulas to all cells
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Second day – Insert rows at the top of the page
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Select and copy the event data from History
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Paste the data at the top of the sheet
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Go page by page, pasting the events into the sheet
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Continue pasting events until you get to a duplicate
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Check that they are the same event

Same Name Same Dates
And Times

Same Status
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Delete one of the duplicate events
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Copy the formulas up to the first event
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Now you can FILTER!
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And SORT!
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Find errors
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And keep the data as long as you want



 #IUG2025

Second Work Around – Google Calendar
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Google Calendar process

▪ Create separate Google Calendar for Scheduler

▪ Create recurring events for Scheduler jobs

• Job name
• Start and End Time
• Recurrence
• Task name
• Search on Review File number
• Saved Search name
• Target Review File
• FTP info
• Details of Saved Search
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Why bother? That’s a lot of work.

▪ Too many scheduler jobs at the same time will fail

▪ They don’t have to start at the same time, if one is still running while others start, you can get too 
many

▪ Scheduler tasks often need very large lists, and we don’t have many of them

▪ We try to use the same lists for many different large jobs, or we would have all our large lists 
reserved for scheduler

▪ It puts all the info about a job in one place

▪ Answers the question “Can I do a test right now or will that interfere with something?”
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THANK YOU

Questions?
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