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Bookstore Browsing – Why?!

User needs and interests first
Flexible, intuitive and patron-friendly
Real language and logic in broader topics



Bookstore Browsing – Why!?

• TRAC Consortia: challenge and opportunity
• Physical reorganization had to match Staff 

Client and patron view
• Time, time, time
• The advantage of Polaris bulk changes



Bookstore Browsing

Banff Public Library (BISAC)

Spruce Grove Public Library (Neighborhoods)



BISAC at Banff Public Library



BISAC at Banff Public Library

• Code
• Main Subject Heading
• Descriptors (trees and branches) – second 

level or third level Subjects
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BISAC at Banff Public Library

• Mapping the library
• # of titles in each subject = mapping the 

library shelves
• Putting related subjects together

i.e., Law/Business beside Writing
• Tailor to local priorities
• Try to avoid wrap-around on shelves



BISAC at Banff Public Library

• To Dewey or not to Dewey?
• Spine labels or no spine 

labels?



BISAC at Banff Public Library

• Signage
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Collection Code

Shelf Location
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BISAC at Banff Public Library

Example from 
Brooks Public 
Library, Alberta
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BISAC or Neighborhoods or?



Neighborhoods at Spruce Grove 
Public Library



Neighborhoods at Spruce Grove 
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Neighborhoods at Spruce Grove 
Public Library



Improving PAC visibility for patron



Improving PAC visibility for patron



Notes on Notices

• Consider Notices (e.g., Billing, Overdues)



Notes on Notices

• Consider RTF view 



Other Notes

• Pull statistics prior to starting!
• How item records are set up = 

• What kind of statistics do you want to 
generate?

• Ease of workflow



Results and Impact



BISAC at Banff Public Library

• Questions?

lynne@marigold.ab.ca

mailto:lynne@marigold.ab.ca

