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Demystifying MARC in Sierra

A tale in 5 questions

Martha Rice Sanders
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Who am I?

 Librarian with 40 years experience

 24 years working in an Innovative system

 7 years working for Innovative

 currently as Customer Success Manager

 IUG Crystal Award winner in 2015
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Question 1
What (who) is MARC?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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Marc 
Chagall?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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Marc 
Chagall?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC
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 Created in the 

1960’s by the 

Library of Congress

MAchine-Readable Cataloging = MARC
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 Computer-to-computer 

communication of 

bibliographic metadata

MAchine-Readable Cataloging = MARC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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 Updated twice a year

 Current edition MARC 21

 Current update no. 35  (December 2022)

MAchine-Readable Cataloging = MARC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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MARC formats for records

 Bibliographic

 Authority

 Holdings

 Classification

 Community

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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 Field tags

 Indicators

 Subfield tags

MARC record elements
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MARC code lists

 Countries

 Languages

 Organizations

 Geographic area codes

 Relators
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Question 2
Where does MARC live in Sierra?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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 Defines the elements that may be encoded in records

 Fixed fields

 Special fields (006/007/008)

 Variable fields

In bibliographic and authority records
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How do I see MARC tags?

 Tools | MARC Tag Info
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How do I see MARC Language codes?

 Double-click on  
Language fixed 
field
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And MARC Country codes?

 Double-click 
on Country 
fixed field
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How do I see the MARC version in my system?

 Admin Corner

 System Options

 Database Maintenance Options

 01 > MARC format validity tables
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Question 3
Who creates and manages MARC?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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Managed by the MARC Steering Group

 4 national libraries
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Advised by the MARC Advisory Committee

 National libraries

 Library associations

 Library system vendors and networks
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 Proposals made to the Advisory Committee

 Voted on at ALA Midwinter and ALA Annual

 Updates to MARC21 are published twice a year

MARC change process
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How to I stay current with the changes?

Most recent changes:

 https://www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/bdapndxg.html

 MARC format overview back to Feb. 1999:

 https://www.loc.gov/marc/status.html
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Question 4
How do I get MARC updates into Sierra?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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 MARC updated twice a year

 Watch for ‘red’ when viewing records:

 Red = invalid = not in your MARC validity table

Staying current
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 MARC formats:

 In Admin Corner

 System Options

 Database Maintenance Options

 01 > MARC format validity tables

 Select table to edit

 Read Sierra documentation on 

MARC format validity tables

I want to manage it myself
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 Admin | Parameters | General

 Country Codes

 Language Codes

I want to manage it myself
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 Codes for 006/007/008 

fields

 Admin | Parameters | 

Cataloging

 Special Field Defaults

I want to manage it myself
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 In Supportal, search for Solution 190822160401952

 Complete the Service Commitment

• field tags, indicators, and subfield codes in bibliographic, authority, and 
MARC holdings records

• special field codes

• fixed fields, leader, 006, 007, and 008 fields

• language codes

• country codes

I want Innovative to update it for me
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THANK YOU!
Questions?

martha.sanders@clarivate.com
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